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Mrs. Abingtoris benefit.
37*
I met him at Drury-lane play-house in the evening. Sir Joshua Reynolds, at Mrs. Aldington's request, had promised to bring a body of wits to her benefit; and having secured forty places in the front boxes, had done me the honour to put me in the group. Johnson sat on the seat directly behind me1; and as he could neither see nor hear at such a distance from the stage, he was wrapped up in grave abstraction, and seemed quite a cloud, amidst all the sunshine of glitter and gaiety'". 1 wondered at his patience in sitting
of strength prevented mo from getting so much money as other men. "Then," replied he, "you must get as mudi as you am.'" The bny was nearly .sixteen when he was apprenticed, and had learnt enough Latin to quote Virgil, so that there was nothing in Johnson's speech beyond his understanding.
1 Seven years afterwards, Johnson described this evening. Miss Monckton had told him that he must see Mrs. Siddons. ' Well, Madam,' he answered,' if yon desire it, I will go, See her I shall nut, nor hear her; but I'll 540, and that will do. The last time 1 was at. a play, I was ordered there by Mrs. Abington, or Mrs. Somebody, 1 do not well remember who; but I placed myself in the middle* of the first row of the front boxes, to show that when 1 was railed I came,' Mine. D'Arbluy's J)t\iry, ii. i<;g. At lumlainebleau he went to a comedy (posf, Oct. 10, 1775), Ku that it was not1 the: last time he was at a play.'
a 'One: evening in the oratorio season of $771,' writes Mrs. Piox/.i (,'///<v. 72), ' Mr. Johnson went with me to Covent Garden theatre. lie Hat surprisingly quirt, and 1 flattered myself that he was listening to the. music. When we were got home: he repeated these; verses. which he said he had made- at the oratorio .
" In Theatro, March N, 1771. "Tertii veran qnater orbc lu.stri, Otiid theatrales tibi, (rispe, pompae? (Jtuun deret fiinos male lite<ratoH Sera voluptus!
Tene nudceri lidibuH canons? Tene cantornm moduli* stupere, ? Tene per pictan, oenlo elegante,
Currerf fnrrmta? Inter uequales, nine, fe-lle' liber, Codic.en ve-ri studinsus inter Kectius vives.   Sua cjuistjue carjjut CJaudta grains.
outyears later:—' Accord-dnjfto.your desire, I consulted Dr. Johnson about my future employ-,-ment in life, and he very laconically told me "to work hard at my ' trade, as others had done before me."   I told him my size and want -                                                                                             I metby elected a magistrate and brother of their incorporation ; a day is given him
